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Jetha went, and after the distribution of sweets
as encouragement to the labourers, applied them to
the work. It proceeded rapidly for several months
until it was time for Guru Amar Das to appoint
a successor, upon which he recalled Jetha. The
latter, by the time of his departure, had excavated
a somewhat deep pit near the ber tree now called
Dukhbhanjani, or destroyer of sorrow, but he was
obliged to leave the tank incomplete.1

Guru Amar Das's elder daughter Dani was married
to a man called Rama, who became a zealous Sikh.
Rama, besides performing the usual Sikh worship,
used to work in the Guru's kitchen and minister to
the wants of pilgrims at the Bawali. One day the
Sikhs addressed the Guru: ' Jetha and Rama are
equally related to thee, and both perform service
with great self-sacrifice. Rama is the elder, yet
thou bearest greater love to Jetha. What is the
cause thereof ? ' The Guru replied, ' He who hath
the greater faith, devotion, humility, and obedience,
is the more deserving. The holy have God in their
power, and they who perform the ordinary duties
of their religion obtain the fruit thereof. I am going
to make a trial of both Jetha and Rama in your
presence. He who better comporteth himself shall
be deemed the more worthy/

The Guru went to the Bawali, and, sending for both
Jetha and Rama, ordered each of them to make
him a platform beside it, one that he might sit on in
the morning, and the other in the evening. He who
did the better work should receive the greater
honour. Jetha and Rama began their labours.
When the platforms were completed, the Guru went
to inspect them. Rama, after the customary
obeisance, showed the Guru his work, and thought
he had done well. The Guru said, ' Thy platform
is not straight, throw it down and build another/
Rama represented that he had made the platform

1 Suraj Parkash, .Ras II, Chapter 13.